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Exercise 9 - Color and Variety 
 
Name: Edward Locke  Due Date: December 14, 2020  
 
Using the interior restaurant example from chapter 9 below, create a color plan that 
illustrates the principles of variety and creates visual interest. You may use colored 
pencils, colored markers, paint, or digital media for the exercise. Print the image for 
physical application of colored media. For digital color, right click and save the image as 
a jpeg. Then open the file using a digital rendering program. Do not worry if you have not 
had instruction on hand or digital rendering at this point. The purpose of the exercise is on 
the application of color into interior space and the demonstration of variety and interest. 
However, do consider all that has have learned to this point and apply the principles and 
elements of design: balance, rhythm, emphasis, proportion and scale, unity and harmony 
in development of your color plan. Consider cultural relevancy and meaning of the colors.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

INTRDGN 107 – Color Theory & Design, J. Lemmon - Instructor 

INTRDGN 107: Color for Interiors  
Chapter 9 - Color + Variety + Design Elements 

 
 
Figure 1A. The un-interesting design shown in Chapter 9 PDF.  
 
Analysis of the interior space: The interior of the restaurant space requires key colors 
to stimulate and introduce the perception of a fine-dining experience (Figure 1). The 
Chapter 9 PDF (Slide 15) shows an improved version (Figure 1B). In this exercise, the 
floor’s color and materials have been kept while the other parts have been improved by 
changing colors, textures and materials, in order to apply the principles and elements of 
design, such as balance, rhythm, emphasis, proportion and scale, unity and harmony in 
the development of color plan. Cultural relevancy and meaning of the colors are based on 
the Irish cultural system as explained in Slide 62 of Chapter 1 PDF (Figure 2).  
 
Design Procedure: Using the triadic color harmony (Violet, Yellow-Orange and Yellow-
Green) from Slide 20 of Chapter 8 PDF, five versions of color plan have been tried in 
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Adobe Photoshop (Figure 3), the most acceptable one has been selected to add textured 
materials such as brick, mosaic, stucco, and marble (Figure 4).   

 

 
 
Figure 1B. The improved version. 
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Figure 2. Cross-Cultural Color Symbolism Table. 
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Figure 3. Five versions of color plan.  

 
The Professor’s Preferred Choice: Bottom Left 
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Figure 4. The selected version with textured materials applied.  
 
 


